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William Grimes (1784-1865) was the son of Benjamin Grymes, the rich owner of a plantation in King James
County, Virginia, and an endaved servant of Grymes's neighbor, a Dr. Steward. William Grimes served at
least ten different mastersin Virginia, Maryland, and Georgia, working in such varied positions as house
servant, valet, field worker, stable boy, and coachman. He was a light-skinned slave, afact that enabled him
to pass as white on various occasions. Oftentimes he was severely mistreated by both his masters and his
fellow daves, and Grimes also endured physical abuse in the house and in the field, and at times became
combative or despondent. He escaped slavery in 1814 by stowing away on a ship bound for New Y ork and
became an entrepreneur in New England. He eventually settled in New Haven, Connecticut, and married
Clarissa Caesar in 1817. They had eighteen children together, twelve of whom survived. After eventually
finding a small measure of success, Grimes lost all of his property when his master discovered his location
and forced him to buy his freedom or risk being returned to slavery. Grimes wrote the Life of William
Grimes and published it in 1825, hoping to regain some of hislost funds. He published a second edition of
his autobiography in 1855, updating it with humorous anecdotes and tempering some of his earlier bitterness.
Grimesdied in August 1865. The Life of William Grimes was the first book-length autobiography written by
afugitive American slave, and its publication. Furthermore, The Life of William Grimesis an important
early text in the slave narrative genre, and it provides araw and engaging first-hand account of the institution
of davery, unmediated by Abolitionist political aims.
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From reader reviews:
Minerva Gagliano:

Here thing why this specific Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Life of William Grimes, the Runaway
Slave. Written by Himself giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no guide that similar with Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by
Himself. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself in e-book can be
your choice.

Rose Rowe:

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer isreading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave.
Written by Himself book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Gordon Frederick:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they aso doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself.

Amanda Y oung:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by
Himself why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not



disappoint you actually. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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