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When Claude Lévi-Strauss passed away in 2009 at age 100, France celebrated the life and contributions of
not only a preeminent anthropologist, but one of the defining intellectuals of the 20th century. Just as Freud
had shaken up the antiquarian discipline of psychiatry, so had Lévi-Strauss revolutionized anthropology,
transforming it from the colonial-era study of “exotic” tribes to one consumed with fundamental questions
about the nature of humanity and civilization itself.

 

Remarkably, there has never been a biography in English of the enigmatic Claude Lévi-Strauss. Drawing on
a welter of original research and interviews with the anthropologist, Patrick Wilcken’s Claude Lévi-Strauss
fills this void. In rich detail, Wilcken recreates Levi-Strauss’s peripatetic life: his groundbreaking fieldwork
in some of the remotest reaches of the Amazon in the 1930s; his years as a Jew in Nazi-occupied France and
an emigré in wartime New York; and his return to Paris in the late 1940s, where he clashed with Jean-Paul
Sartre and fundamentally influenced fellow postwar thinkers from Jacques Lacan to Michel Foucault and
Roland Barthes. It was in France that structuralism, the school of thought he founded, first took hold,
creating waves far beyond the field of anthropology. In his heyday, Levi-Strauss was both a hero to
contemporary intellectuals, and an international celebrity.

 

In Claude Levi-Strauss, Wilcken gives the reader a fascinating intellectual tour of the anthropologist’s
landmark works: Tristes Tropiques, his most famous book, a literary meditation on his travels and fieldwork;
The Savage Mind, which showed that “primitive” people are driven by the same intellectual curiosities as
their Western counterparts, and finally his monumental four-volume Mythologiques, a study of the universal
structures of native mythology in the Americas. In the years that Lévi-Strauss published these pioneering
works, Wilcken observes, tribal societies seemed to hold the answers to the most profound questions about
the human mind.

 

Following the great anthropologist from São Paulo to the Brazilian interior, and from New York to Paris,
Patrick Wilcken’s Claude Lévi-Strauss is both an evocative journey and an intellectual biography of one of
the 20th century’s most influential minds.
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From reader reviews:

Agustin Thornsberry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Claude Levi-Strauss: The Father of Modern Anthropology. Try to
make book Claude Levi-Strauss: The Father of Modern Anthropology as your pal. It means that it can to get
your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Madge Stamps:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Claude Levi-
Strauss: The Father of Modern Anthropology suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Claude Levi-Strauss: The Father of Modern Anthropologyis the one of
several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Janice Wilham:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be go through. Claude Levi-Strauss: The Father of Modern Anthropology can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Karin Decker:

This Claude Levi-Strauss: The Father of Modern Anthropology is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Claude Levi-
Strauss: The Father of Modern Anthropology can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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