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This compelling social history uses diaries, memoirs, fiction, trial testimony, personal recollections, and
eyewitness accounts to weave a fascinating tale of what ordinary Japanese endured throughout their century's
era of economic growth. Rescuing vivid, often wrenching accounts of peasants, miners, textile workers,
rebels, and prostitutes, Mikiso Hane forces us to see Japan's "modern century" (from the beginnings of
contact with the West to the outset of World War II) through fresh eyes. In doing so, he mounts a formidable
challenge to the success story of Japan's "economic miracle." Starting with the Meiji restoration of 1868,
Professor Hane vividly illustrates how modernization actually widened the gulf, economically and socially,
between rich and poor, between the mo-bo and mo-ga ("modern boy" and "modern girl") of the cities and
their rural counterparts. He laces his scholarly narrative with sharply etched individual stories that allow us
see Japan from the bottom up. We feel the back-breaking labor of a typical farm family; the anguish of
poverty-stricken parents forced to send their daughters to Japan's new mills, factories, and brothels; the
hopelessness in rural areas scourged by famine; the proud defiance of women battling against patriarchy; and
the desperation of being on strike in a company town, in revolt in the countryside, or conscripted into the
army. This second edition is enhanced by an updated epilogue and a new chapter on women activists,
focusing especially on the articles, essays, and letters of Itô Noe, whose work was cut short when she was
murdered by military police. By allowing the underprivileged to speak for themselves, Hane presents us with
a unique people's history of an often-hidden world that will be invaluable reading for all those interested in
the underside of Meiji Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Carlson:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcastes:
The Underside of Modern Japan book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Virginia Benson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcastes: The
Underside of Modern Japan as your daily resource information.

Robert Clark:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcastes: The Underside of Modern Japan this reserve consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

James Scott:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcastes: The Underside of
Modern Japan was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.
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