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In this first book-length examination of Native American poet, novelist, filmmaker, and short story writer
Sherman Alexie, Daniel Grassian offers a comprehensive look at a writer immersed in traditional Native
American, as well as mainstream American, culture. Grassian takes readers through Alexie's career, from his
first collections of poetry, The Business of Fancydancing and Old Shirts and New Skins, through such novels
as Reservation Blues and Indian Killer, to the recent short story collection Ten Little Indians. Grassian
suggests that Alexie's oeuvre reflects his primary artistic challenge: how to write about Indians in a
predominantly televisual country that distorts and complicates the importance and nature of ethnicity itself.
Drawing comparisons with such established Native American writers as N. Scott Momaday and James
Welch as well as with Generation X peers, Grassian presents Alexie's work as equally informed by Native
American culture and generic, mainstream influences. He demonstrates how Alexie utilizes popular culture
and connects it to the lives of Native Americans as his art transforms the conventional tools of cultural
colonization into a means of Native American empowerment. Grassian explores Alexie's ability to counteract
lingering stereo-types of Native Americans, his challenges to the dominant American history, and his
suspicion of the New Age movement. The picture of Alexie that emerges from Grassian's text is one of a
writer who is fiercely talented, intelligent, witty, and honest, a writer committed to helping readers
understand contemporary Native American lives, even if his work sometimes portrays both Native
Americans and non-Natives in an unfavorable light.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Understanding Sherman Alexie
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature). All type of book would you see on many options. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Deborah Hagan:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Understanding Sherman Alexie (Understanding Contemporary American Literature).

Martha Bryant:

Beside this particular Understanding Sherman Alexie (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) in
your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Understanding Sherman Alexie (Understanding Contemporary
American Literature) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you
rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Peter Landon:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Understanding Sherman Alexie (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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