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Celebrated nineteenth-century photographer -- and writer, actor, caricaturist, inventor, and balloonist -- Félix
Nadar published this memoir of his photographic life in 1900 at the age of eighty. Composed as a series of
vignettes (we might view them as a series of "written photographs"), this intelligent and witty book offers
stories of Nadar's experiences in the early years of photography, memorable character sketches, and
meditations on history. It is a classic work, cited by writers from Walter Benjamin to Rosalind Krauss. This
is its first and only complete English translation.

In When I Was a Photographer (Quand j'étais photographe), Nadar tells us about his descent into the sewers
and catacombs of Paris, where he experimented with the use of artificial lighting, and his ascent into the
skies over Paris in a hot air balloon, from which he took the first aerial photographs. He recounts his "postal
photography" during the 1870-1871 Siege of Paris -- an amazing scheme involving micrographic images and
carrier pigeons. He describes technical innovations and important figures in photography, and offers a
thoughtful consideration of society and culture; but he also writes entertainingly about such matters as
Balzac's terror of being photographed, the impact of a photograph on a celebrated murder case, and the
difference between male and female clients. Nadar's memoir captures, as surely as his photographs, traces of
a vanished era.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Reagan:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific When I Was a
Photographer book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

William McClanahan:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This When I Was a Photographer book is readable by you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of When I Was a Photographer content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking When I Was a
Photographer is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Amber Tyson:

The actual book When I Was a Photographer will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book
very ideal to you. The book When I Was a Photographer is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Marian Dyer:

The publication untitled When I Was a Photographer is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of When I Was a Photographer from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.
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