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In Illiberal Reformers, Thomas Leonard reexamines the economic progressives whose ideas and reform
agenda underwrote the Progressive Era dismantling of laissez-faire and the creation of the regulatory welfare
state, which, they believed, would humanize and rationalize industrial capitalism. But not for all.

Academic social scientists such as Richard T. Ely, John R. Commons, and Edward A. Ross, together with
their reform allies in social work, charity, journalism, and law, played a pivotal role in establishing
minimum-wage and maximum-hours laws, workmen's compensation, progressive income taxes, antitrust
regulation, and other hallmarks of the regulatory welfare state. But even as they offered uplift to some,
economic progressives advocated exclusion for others, and did both in the name of progress.

Leonard meticulously reconstructs the influence of Darwinism, racial science, and eugenics on scholars and
activists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, revealing a reform community deeply
ambivalent about America's poor. Economic progressives championed labor legislation because it would lift
up the deserving poor while excluding immigrants, African Americans, women, and "mental defectives,"
whom they vilified as low-wage threats to the American workingman and to Anglo-Saxon race integrity.

Economic progressives rejected property and contract rights as illegitimate barriers to needed reforms. But
their disregard for civil liberties extended much further. Illiberal Reformers shows that the intellectual
champions of the regulatory welfare state proposed using it not to help those they portrayed as hereditary
inferiors, but to exclude them.
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From reader reviews:

David Briggs:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a guide.

David Colon:

This Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era is fresh way for
you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

William Bottoms:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the
Progressive Era was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book you wanted.

Karen Ofarrell:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era
when you required it?
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