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As the first African American woman to have a play professionally produced in New York City (Gold
Through the Trees, in 1952) and the first woman to win an Obie for Best Play (for Trouble in Mind, in
1956), Alice Childress occupies an important but surprisingly under-recognized place in American drama.
She herself rejected an emphasis on the pioneering aspects of her career, saying that “it’s almost like it’s an
honor rather than a disgrace” and that she should “be the fiftieth and the thousandth by this point”—a remark
that suggests the complexity and singularity of vision to be found in her plays. Childress worked as an
actress before turning to playwriting in 1949, and she was a political activist all of her life. 

Spanning the 1940s to the 1960s, the plays collected here are the ones Childress herself believed were her
best, and offer a realistic portrait of the racial inequalities and social injustices that characterized these
decades. Her plays often feature strong-willed female protagonists whose problems bring into harsh relief the
restrictions faced by African American women. This is the first volume devoted exclusively to the work of a
major playwright whose impact on the American theater was profound and lasting.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Selected Plays book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Selected Plays content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Selected Plays is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Michael Hill:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Selected Plays, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Clarence Cavins:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Selected Plays why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Yolanda Harris:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Selected Plays can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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