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Ever since women in the West first started publishing works of fiction, they have written about a heroine
who must wander from one place to another as she searches for a way to live the life she wants to live, a life
through which she can express her true self creatively in the world. Yet while many have written about the
"heroine's journey," most of those authors base their models of this journey on Joseph Campbell's model of
the Heroic Quest story or on old myths and tales written down by men, not on the stories that women tell.

In Jane Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write the Heroine's Story, cultural mythologist Jody Gentian
Bower looks at novels by women--and some men--as well as biographies of women that tell the story of the
Aletis, the wandering heroine. She finds a similar pattern in works spanning the centuries, from Lady Mary
Wroth and William Shakespeare in the 1600s to Sue Monk Kidd, Suzanne Collins, and Philip Pullman in the
current century, including works by Jane Austen, the Brontë sisters, George Eliot, Elizabeth Gaskell, Charles
Dickens, Kate Chopin, Virginia Woolf, Doris Lessing, J.R.R. Tolkien, and Alice Walker, to name just a few.
She also discusses myths and folk tales that follow the same pattern.

Dr. Bower argues that the Aletis represents an archetypal character that has to date received surprisingly little
scholarly recognition despite her central role in many of the greatest works of Western fiction. Using an
engaging, down-to-earth writing style, Dr. Bower outlines the stages and cast of characters of the Aletis story
with many examples from the literature. She discusses how the Aletis story differs from the hero's quest,
how it has changed over the centuries as women gained more independence, and what heroines of novels and
movies might be like in the future. She gives examples from the lives of real women and scatters stories that
illustrate many of her points throughout the book. In the end, she concludes, authors of the Aletis story use
their imagination to give us characters who serve as role models for how a woman can live a full and free
life.
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From reader reviews:

James Sanchez:

This Jane Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write the Heroine's Story book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Jane Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write the Heroine's
Story without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Jane Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write the Heroine's Story can bring whenever
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even phone. This Jane Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write the Heroine's Story having
excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

John Singletary:

Jane Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write the Heroine's Story can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Jane
Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write the Heroine's Story yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

William Moreau:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Jane Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write the Heroine's Story this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Tabitha Devore:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Jane Eyre's Sisters: How Women Live and Write
the Heroine's Story. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing



to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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