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Accounts of women's transgressive behavior in eighteenth-century literature and social documents have
much to teach us about constructions of femininity during the period often identified as having formed our
society's gender norms. Lewd and Notorious explores the eighteenth century's shadows, inhabited by
marginal women of many kinds and degrees of contrariness. The reader meets Laetitia Pilkington, whose
sexual indiscretions caused her to fall from social and literary grace to become an articulate memoirist of
personal scandal, and Elizabeth Brownrigg, who tortured and starved her young servants, propelling herself
to an infamy comparable to Susan Smith's or Myra Hindley's. More awful women wait between these covers
to teach us about society's reception (and construction) of their debauchery and dangerousness.
The authors draw upon a rich range of contemporary texts to illuminate the lives of these women. Astute
analysis of literary, legal, evangelical, epistolary, and political documents provides an understanding of
1700s womanhood. From lusty old maids to murderous mistresses, the characters who exemplify this
period's vision of women on the edge are essential acquaintances for anyone wishing to understand the
development and ramifications of conceptions of femininity.
Katharine Kittredge is Associate Professor of English, Ithaca College.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

This book untitled Lewd and Notorious: Female Transgression in the Eighteenth Century to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Linda Henderson:

The reserve untitled Lewd and Notorious: Female Transgression in the Eighteenth Century is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Lewd and Notorious: Female Transgression in the
Eighteenth Century from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sherry Clark:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Lewd and Notorious: Female
Transgression in the Eighteenth Century that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Lewd and Notorious: Female Transgression in the Eighteenth
Century become your personal starter.

Philip Martin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Lewd and Notorious: Female Transgression in the Eighteenth Century can be
your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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