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A vivid history of America’s biggest, baddest prison system and how it came to lead the nation’s
punitive revolution

In the prison business, all roads lead to Texas. The most locked-down state in the nation has led the way in
criminal justice severity, from assembly-line executions to isolation supermaxes, from prison privatization to
sentencing juveniles as adults. Texas Tough, a sweeping history of American imprisonment from the days of
slavery to the present, shows how a plantation-based penal system once dismissed as barbaric became the
national template.

Drawing on convict accounts, official records, and interviews with prisoners, guards, and lawmakers,
historian Robert Perkinson reveals the Southern roots of our present-day prison colossus. While conventional
histories emphasize the North’s rehabilitative approach, he shows how the retributive and profit-driven
regime of the South ultimately triumphed. Most provocatively, he argues that just as convict leasing and
segregation emerged in response to Reconstruction, so today’s mass incarceration, with its vast racial
disparities, must be seen as a backlash against civil rights.

Illuminating for the first time the origins of America’s prison juggernaut, Texas Tough points toward a more
just and humane future.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

The book Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Texas Tough: The Rise of
America's Prison Empire? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Kathryn Mullins:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Texas Tough: The Rise of
America's Prison Empire is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Harley Campbell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire as your
daily resource information.

Patti Wooden:

You can obtain this Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.
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