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This is a cultural history of mathematics and art, from antiquity to the present. Mathematicians and artists
have long been on a quest to understand the physical world they see before them and the abstract objects they
know by thought alone. Taking readers on a tour of the practice of mathematics and the philosophical ideas
that drive the discipline, Lynn Gamwell points out the important ways mathematical concepts have been
expressed by artists. Sumptuous illustrations of artworks and cogent math diagrams are featured in
Gamwell's comprehensive exploration.

Gamwell begins by describing mathematics from antiquity to the Enlightenment, including Greek, Islamic,
and Asian mathematics. Then focusing on modern culture, Gamwell traces mathematicians' search for the
foundations of their science, such as David Hilbert's conception of mathematics as an arrangement of
meaning-free signs, as well as artists' search for the essence of their craft, such as Aleksandr Rodchenko's
monochrome paintings. She shows that self-reflection is inherent to the practice of both modern mathematics
and art, and that this introspection points to a deep resonance between the two fields: Kurt Gödel posed
questions about the nature of mathematics in the language of mathematics and Jasper Johns asked "What is
art?" in the vocabulary of art. Throughout, Gamwell describes the personalities and cultural environments of
a multitude of mathematicians and artists, from Gottlob Frege and Benoît Mandelbrot to Max Bill and Xu
Bing.

Mathematics and Art demonstrates how mathematical ideas are embodied in the visual arts and will
enlighten all who are interested in the complex intellectual pursuits, personalities, and cultural settings that
connect these vast disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Grant:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Mathematics and Art: A Cultural History. Try to stumble through
book Mathematics and Art: A Cultural History as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Karen Horton:

The event that you get from Mathematics and Art: A Cultural History is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Mathematics and Art: A Cultural History giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Mathematics and Art: A Cultural
History instantly.

John Harrison:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book Mathematics and Art: A Cultural History it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Rayford Alexander:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Mathematics and Art: A Cultural History can be your answer as it can be read by
you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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