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This fast-paced history of the FBI presents the first balanced and complete portrait of the vast, powerful, and
sometimes bitterly criticized American institution. Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones, a well-known expert on U.S.
intelligence agencies, tells the bureau’s story in the context of American history. Along the way he
challenges conventional understandings of that story and assesses the FBI’s strengths and weaknesses as an
institution.
 
Common wisdom traces the origin of the bureau to 1908, but Jeffreys-Jones locates its true beginnings in the
1870s, when Congress acted in response to the Ku Klux Klan campaign of terror against black American
voters. The character and significance of the FBI derive from this original mission, the author contends, and
he traces the evolution of the mission into the twenty-first century.
 
The book makes a number of surprising observations: that the role of J. Edgar Hoover has been exaggerated
and the importance of attorneys general underestimated, that splitting counterintelligence between the FBI
and the CIA in 1947 was a mistake, and that xenophobia impaired the bureau’s preemptive anti-terrorist
powers before and after 9/11. The author concludes with a fresh consideration of today’s FBI and the
increasingly controversial nature of its responsibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The FBI: A History. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book The FBI: A History. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Paul Erdmann:

The book The FBI: A History can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The FBI: A History? A number
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The FBI: A History has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Alan Sours:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The FBI: A History guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question The FBI: A History as good book not simply by the cover but also
with the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Catherine Estey:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The FBI: A
History which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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