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What exactly is achildren’s book? How is children’s literature defined as a genre? A leading scholar
presents close readings of six classic stories to answer these questions and offer a clear definition of
children’ swriting as adistinct literary form.

Perry Nodelman begins by considering the plots, themes, and structures of six works: "The Purple Jar," Alice
in Wonderland, Dr. Daoalittle, Henry Huggins, The Showy Day, and Plain City?all written for young people
of varying agesin different times and places?o identify shared characteristics. He points out markers in each
work that allow the adult reader to understand it as a children’s story, shedding light on ingrained adult
assumptions and revealing the ways in which adult knowledge and experience remain hidden in apparently
simple and innocent texts.

Nodelman then engages a wide range of views of children's literature from authors, literary critics, cultural
theorists, and specialistsin education and information sciences. Through thisinformed dialogue, Nodelman
devel ops a comprehensive theory of children's literature, exploring its commonalities and shared themes.

The Hidden Adult is afocused and sophisticated analysis of children’s literature and amajor contribution to
the theory and criticism of the genre.
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From reader reviews:
Rolanda Parker:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Hidden Adult: Defining Children's
Literature will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Kathy Vaughn:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Aswe
know that book is very important for people. The book The Hidden Adult: Defining Children's Literature
was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book The Hidden Adult: Defining Children's Literature is not only giving you alot
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your
spend timeto read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book The Hidden Adult: Defining
Children's Literature. Y ou never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jackie Peters:;

The fedling that you get from The Hidden Adult: Defining Children's Literature is the more deep you digging
the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to recognise but The Hidden Adult: Defining Children's Literature giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. It istherefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The Hidden Adult:
Defining Children's Literature instantly.

Ledie White:

Why? Because this The Hidden Adult: Defining Children's Literature is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of gains
than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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