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In artworks from a mosaic by Marc Chagall to schoolchildren's paintings, in writings from Susan Fenimore
Cooper to Annie Dillard, and in diverse print sources from family genealogical registers to seed catalogs, the
four seasons appear and reappear as a theme in American culture.

In this richly illustrated book, Michael Kammen traces the appeal of the four seasons motif in American
popular culture and fine arts from the seventeenth century to the present. Its symbolism has evolved through
the years, Kammen explains, serving as a metaphor for the human life cycle or religious faith, expressing
nostalgia for rural life, and sometimes praising seasonal beauty in the diverse American landscape as the
most spectacular in the world. Kammen also highlights artists' and writers' shift in attention from the glories
of seasonal peaks to the dynamics of seasonal transitions as American life continued to accelerate and
change through the twentieth century.

Few symbols have been as pervasive, meaningful, and symptomatic in the human experience as the four
seasons, and as Kammen shows, in its American context the annual cycle has been an abundant and abiding
source of inspiration in the nation's cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

The book A Time to Every Purpose: The Four Seasons in American Culture can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book A Time to
Every Purpose: The Four Seasons in American Culture? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book A Time to Every Purpose: The Four Seasons in American Culture has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffrey Spencer:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This A Time to Every Purpose: The Four Seasons in American Culture
book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer of A Time to Every Purpose: The Four Seasons in American Culture content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking A Time to Every Purpose: The Four
Seasons in American Culture is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Joseph Bateman:

Typically the book A Time to Every Purpose: The Four Seasons in American Culture has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Kristi Rowden:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be read. A Time to Every Purpose: The Four Seasons in American Culture can
be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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