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The biosphere -- the Earth's thin layer of life -- dates from nearly four billion years ago, when the first simple
organisms appeared. Many species have exerted enormous influence on the biosphere's character and
productivity, but none has transformed the Earth in so many ways and on such a scale as Homo sapiens. In
Harvesting the Biosphere, Vaclav Smil offers an interdisciplinary and quantitative account of human claims
on the biosphere's stores of living matter, from prehistory to the present day. Smil examines all harvests --
from prehistoric man's hunting of megafauna to modern crop production -- and all uses of harvested biomass,
including energy, food, and raw materials. Without harvesting of the biomass, Smil points out, there would
be no story of human evolution and advancing civilization; but at the same time, the increasing extent and
intensity of present-day biomass harvests are changing the very foundations of civilization's well-being.

In his detailed and comprehensive account, Smil presents the best possible quantifications of past and current
global losses in order to assess the evolution and extent of biomass harvests. Drawing on the latest work in
disciplines ranging from anthropology to environmental science, Smil offers a valuable long-term, planet-
wide perspective on human-caused environmental change.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Tyler:

This Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature without we understand
teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry
Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature can bring any time you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kimberly Niemeyer:

The event that you get from Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature is a more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Harvesting the
Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature instantly.

Shawn Howe:

Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Harvesting the Biosphere:
What We Have Taken from Nature however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Sandra Kelley:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have
Taken from Nature is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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