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Despite Jean Cocteau’s renown as a leading figure in European cinema, his work and life have rarely been
examined together. Evaluating Cocteau’s career and his fascinating personal life on equal terms, James
Williams offers here a groundbreaking analysis that sets them both within highly revealing historical and
artistic contexts.

Williams’s biographical investigation of this poet, dramatist, novelist, designer, and filmmaker centers
around Cocteau’s constant self-questioning and how it permeated his work. From Cocteau’s work in fashion
and photography to his formal experimentation to his extensive collaborations with male friends and lovers,
the book charts the complex and unpredictable evolution of his work and aesthetic. Williams argues that
Cocteau’s body of work is best viewed as an ethical, erotic project of aesthetics that carries important
ramifications for our contemporary understanding of being and subjectivity.

An engaging and wholly accessible account, Jean Cocteau is essential reading for all those fascinated by the
man and his unforgettable films.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Jean Cocteau (Reaktion
Books - Critical Lives)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Katherine Ouellette:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Jean Cocteau (Reaktion Books -
Critical Lives) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Eileen Moore:

Beside this specific Jean Cocteau (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Jean Cocteau (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!

Donna Cauley:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book Jean Cocteau (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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