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More Americans trace their ancestry to Germany than to any other country. Arguably, German Americans
form America's largest ethnic group. Yet they have a remarkably low profile today, reflecting a dramatic,
twentieth-century retreat from German-American identity. In this age of multiculturalism, why have German
Americans gone into ethnic eclipse--and where have they ended up? Becoming Old Stock represents the first
in-depth exploration of that question. The book describes how German Philadelphians reinvented themselves
in the early twentieth century, especially after World War I brought a nationwide anti-German backlash.

Using quantitative methods, oral history, and a cultural analysis of written sources, the book explores how,
by the 1920s, many middle-class and Lutheran residents had redefined themselves in "old-stock" terms--as
"American" in opposition to southeastern European "new immigrants." It also examines working-class and
Catholic Germans, who came to share a common identity with other European immigrants, but not with
newly arrived black Southerners.

Becoming Old Stock sheds light on the way German Americans used race, American nationalism, and mass
culture to fashion new identities in place of ethnic ones. It is also an important contribution to the growing
literature on racial identity among European Americans. In tracing the fate of one of America's largest ethnic
groups, Becoming Old Stock challenges historians to rethink the phenomenon of ethnic assimilation and to
explore its complex relationship to American pluralism.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Jose:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of
German-American Identity is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Frank Jorge:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity can
be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Laura Dupont:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity this reserve consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Johnny Grady:

Beside this kind of Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity in your phone, it could
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!
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