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Variously and roundly perceived as gridlocked, incompetent, irresponsible, and corrupt, American
government commands less respect and trust today than perhaps at any time in the nation's history. But the
dysfunction in government that we like so little, along with the policy disastersit engenders, isin fact a
product of that deep and persistent distrust, Stephen M. Griffin contends in Broken Trust, an accessible work
of constitutional theory and history with profound implications for our troubled political system.

Undertaken with a deep concern about the way our government is performing, Broken Trust makes use of
the debate over dysfunctional government to uncover significant flaws in the conventional wisdom as to how
the Constitution works. Indeed, although Americans strongly believe that our government is dysfunctional,
they arejust as firmly convinced that the Constitution still works well. Griffin questions this conviction by
examining how recent policy disasters—such as the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the response to Hurricane Katrina,
and the 2008 financial crisis—are linked to our constitutional system. Thisleads him to pose the question of
whether the government institutions we have inherited from the eighteenth century are poor fits for
contemporary times.

Griffin argues that understanding the decline of trust in government requires investigating the historical
circumstances of the last several decades as well as the constitutional experience of the states. In particular,
he examines “hybrid democracy,” the form of constitutionalism prevailing in Californiaand other western
states that combines M adi sonian-style representative government with direct democracy. Hybrid democracy
offers valuable lessons relevant to our contemporary difficulties with dysfunctional government at the
national level. These lessons underpin the agenda for reform that Griffin then proposes, emphasizing
democratic innovations aimed at producing both more effective government and greater trust in our political
ingtitutions. Building on a better understanding of the sources and consequences of government dysfunction,
his book holds genuine hope, as well as practical possibilities, for the repair of our broken political and
constitutional system.
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From reader reviews:
Matthew Blackburn:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for awhileisreading. Y ep,
by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other ishigh. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lucy Broussard:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

CharlesCollier:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games al day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity hereislook different you can read the book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book.
The book Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) it
is extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to fund
but this book features high quality.

Travis Smith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media socia including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) when you
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