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James Merrill: Knowing Innocence reevaluates the achievement of this important poet by showing how he
takes up an old paradigm – innocence – and reinvents it in response to new historical, scientific, and cultural
developments including the bomb, contemporary cosmology, and the question of agency. The book covers
Merrill’s full career, emphasizing the late poetry, on which there remains little commentary. Illuminating
both Merrill’s relation to a tradition of literary innocence from Milton to Blake and Wordsworth to Emerson
and Stevens, and his relevance to contemporary cultural debates, the rubric of "knowing innocence" helps us
to understand his achievement. Merrill undertakes a career-long effort to know innocence, and develops a
thematic and stylistic attitude that is both innocent and knowing, combining attitudes of wonder and hope
with reflexive wit, intellectual breadth, and an unflinching gaze at mortality. He ultimately imagines
innocence as creative agency, a capacity for imagination, invention, and ethical responsibility. The book
demonstrates how, addressing questions of sexual identity, childhood and memory; atomic science, the big
bang, and black holes; environmental degradation; AIDS; and the notion of the death of history – while
honoring poetry’s essential qualities of freedom and play – his poems perform cultural work crucial to his
time and ours.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Weatherby:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title James Merrill:
Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major
Literary Authors)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Donald Sams:

Typically the book James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Gary Simms:

James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors) yet doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Donald Fujita:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and James Merrill: Knowing Innocence
(Studies in Major Literary Authors) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors)
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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