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Gridlock is not a modern legislative condition. Although the term is said to have entered the American
political lexicon after the 1980 elections, Alexander Hamilton complained about it more than two hundred
years ago. In many ways, stalemate seems endemic to American politics. Constitutional skeptics even
suggest that the framers intentionally designed the Constitution to guarantee gridlock. In Stalemate, Sarah
Binder examines the causes and consequences of gridlock, focusing on the ability of Congress to broach and
secure policy compromise on significant national issues. Reviewing more than fifty years of legislative
history, Binder measures the frequency of deadlock during that time and offers concrete advice for
policymakers interested in improving the institutional capacity of Congress. Binder begins by revisiting the
notion of "framers' intent," investigating whether gridlock was the preferred outcome of those who designed
the American system of separated powers. Her research suggests that frequent policy gridlock might instead
be an unintended consequence of constitutional design. Next, she explores the ways in which elections and
institutions together shape the capacity of Congress and the president to make public law. She examines two
facets of its institutional evolution: the emergence of the Senate as a coequal legislative partner of the House
and the insertion of political parties into a legislative arena originally devoid of parties. Finally, she offers a
new empirical approach for testing accounts of policy stalemate during the decades since World War II.
These measurements reveal patterns in legislative performance during the second half of the twentieth
century, showing the frequency of policy deadlock and the legislative stages at which it has most often
emerged in the postwar period. Binder uses the new measure of stalemate to explain empirical patterns in the
frequency of gridlock. The results weave together the effects of institutions and elections and place in
perspective the impact of divided government on legislative performance. The conclusion addresses the
consequences of legislative stalemate, assessing whether and to what degree deadlock might affect electoral
fortunes, political ambitions, and institutional reputations of legislators and presidents. The results suggest
that recurring episodes of stalemate pose a dilemma for legislators and others who care about the institutional
standing and capacity of Congress. Binder encourages scholars, political observers, and lawmakers to
consider modest reforms that could have strong and salutary effects on the institutional standing and
legitimacy of Congress and the president.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Duda:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Stalemate: Causes and Consequences of
Legislative Gridlock as your daily resource information.

Wendy Brame:

The e-book with title Stalemate: Causes and Consequences of Legislative Gridlock includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Thomas Taylor:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Stalemate: Causes and Consequences
of Legislative Gridlock that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Stalemate: Causes and Consequences of
Legislative Gridlock become your own starter.

Amy Parr:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Stalemate: Causes and
Consequences of Legislative Gridlock is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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